Guardian Gazette, July 2011


MertonVision, Registered Charity No. 1075388 

Providing services, information and activities to residents of Merton who have a visual impairment.

 Along with this newsletter you will find a Prospectus for 2011/2012 and articles on, 100 Club Winners, Forthcoming Events, Celebrating Age Festival, Demonstration of Equipment by Optelec, London Borough of Merton Equipment Provision, Alterations to garden waste collection, R.I.P., Message from =MTN and Dates for your Diary.
Adult Education Classes

The new academic year starts on Monday 26 September.  We have enclosed a prospectus showing the classes and activities that we have here at MertonVision.  If you are interested in joining any of these, please give us a call on 8540 5446 to book your place.  Once you have committed to a course, you will be asked to pay for the entire term.
100 Club Winners

Congratulations to the following winners;
June
1st prize, No. 45, Rosina Bagge, £27
2nd Prize, No. 20, Hilary Leacock, £10.80
July
1st prize, No. 77, Jean Gould, £27
2nd Prize, No. 83, Christopher Bell, £10.80
 
The cost is £12 per year, there is a draw every month and the more members we have the bigger the prizes.  There is also a chance of winning a bonus prize of £50 twice a year, and a Christmas bonus of £100.  If you would like to join, just give us a ring on 8540 5446.
Forthcoming Events

Dancing Class, Mondays, £3 per session
We are pleased to announce that the dance class is now up and running and although the class is very small at the present time, it is thoroughly enjoyed by those who attend.  The dance lessons start at 2:30 p.m. on Mondays and the tutor will teach for an hour and the next half hour will be for you to practise.  If all goes to plan we hope to extend this to additional dance classes on Friday evenings.  If you would like to attend, just give us a call on 8540 5446 Transport for the Monday sessions is available. 
Summer Outings
Places on the outings are filling up fast; if you would like to go on any of the remaining trips, please call us soon to avoid disappointment.
We will collect you from “pick up points” to save time in the morning, but you will be taken back to your home after the visit.  The pick up points are:  MertonVision, outside Boots the Chemist in Morden and outside the Heart Foundation Shop in Mitcham.  We will not be picking up in Wimbledon this summer due to the ongoing alterations and road works at the Station and Wimbledon Broadway.

Ham House and Garden, Thursday 28 July, £6
A 400 year old treasure trove waiting to be discovered and one of a series of grand houses and palaces alongside the River Thames.  Ham House and Garden is an unusually complete survivor of the 17th century that impressed in its day and continues to do so today.

Weald and Downland, Wednesday 3 August, £15

Wander amongst a fascinating collection of historic buildings dating from 13th to the 19th century in 40 acres of beautiful Sussex countryside.  Enjoy period gardens, farm animals and woodland walks.  Picnic by the picturesque lake.

Windsor, Monday 8 August, £8

Windsor Castle is one of three official residences of The Queen and has been home to the Sovereign for over 900 years.  The Castle is the largest inhabited castle in the world and the oldest in continuous occupation.  Windsor also boasts having the Queen Mary's Dolls' House, a masterpiece in miniature and the most famous dolls' house in the world.

Windmill, 30 August, £4.80

Another trip to Wimbledon Common and an opportunity to have lunch at the Windmill cafe.

Portsmouth, Wednesday 7 September, £15

An interesting place to visit:  have a tour around the harbour to see all the ships that are in dock, visit Her Majesty’s Naval Base, or browse around the shops and cafes.

Worthing, Friday 16 September, £15
There are so many things to do in Worthing; much more than you might expect!   With its splendid art deco pier and palm tree lined promenade, interesting architecture and glorious parks and gardens, there is a treasure trove of things to do in Worthing. 

Celebrating Age Festival Monday 5 to Sunday 18 September
This year’s Festival for the over 50’s offers an exciting range of activities, including outings to Margate, Chartwell, Canterbury, Portsmouth and Sandown Park, open meetings, theatre and arts and crafts as always.  Pick up your brochure in over 100 places borough-wide, with the full programme also available online on both Age Concern Merton and London Borough of Merton websites, or contact MertonVision for your preferred format.  Booking starts late July.  Call Sue on 020 8648 5792 or email celebratingage@yahoo.co.uk if you want to know more.  You can also get further information from  www.ageconcernmerton.org.uk and www.merton.gov.uk 

Demonstration of equipment by Optelec, Thursday 15 September, 10 a.m. until 3 p.m.

We have a couple of new pieces of equipment in our Resource Room kindly provided by Optelec.  The two pieces of equipment are a Compact+ which is a hand held electronic magnifier and a Clearview+ CCTV.  Hadrian, who is the Representative for Optelec will be coming along to demonstrate this equipment and is hoping to bring some new pieces with him on the day including the ClearReader plus. The Clear reader is small, light and easy to carry. Rechargeable batteries make it possible to read around the home or on the go. Simply switch-on, scan your favourite magazine and start listening in an instant using a choice of naturally sounding voices. 
Do come along and have a look at this equipment and take the opportunity to see what equipment we have in the Resource Room.  

This will be a lunch club day so if you would like lunch as well, please remember to let us know so that we can cater for you.
If you are unable to attend and would like further information call Optelec on, FReephone, 080 8090 8090
London Borough of Merton (LBM) equipment provision

Until recently if you needed items of equipment such as mobility canes or talking clocks, these were issued by LBM. You may have been given the item by social services staff, or Kevin or Samantha here at MertonVision.  Or it might have been delivered by a contractor.
In common with other London Boroughs, LBM is changing the way they issue equipment.  In future, if you are prescribed a talking clock or liquid level indicator (for example) you will be given a prescription number to take to an accredited retailer in Merton (usually chemist shops) who will hand over the item in exchange for the prescription.  This means that if you wanted a better clock you would just pay the difference, so you don’t have to have only the basic item prescribed. 
At MertonVision we have always strived to make sure that equipment is easily available to people with a visual impairment.  Up until now we have kept a stock of LBM equipment so that we can issue or deliver to you without delay.

Under the new system we intend to become an accredited retailer so that we can redeem equipment prescriptions here, so hopefully you will not notice any difference in how quickly you can get your equipment and you don’t have to find a shop!  And in the same way, if you want to ‘upgrade’ your prescription to have a better talking clock, we will offer a selection to choose from here.

We think that as the local experts we are more likely to have the item in stock, and a better selection of items to choose from, but it will be your choice where you redeem your prescription.
For more complex items such as mobility canes a different system will be in operation.  Your first cane will be issued as it is now, because it takes a lot of training to use it.  Your second and subsequent canes will be prescribed in the same way as a simple aid like a talking clock, and the new method of going to an accredited retailer (or MertonVision) will apply.

This all sounds complicated, but we are sure that it will all work smoothly!  Any questions please talk to Fran

Alterations to garden waste collection  
Due to financial cuts by the London Borough of Merton the free garden waste collections has ceased and a new chargeable service has been put in operation.

As from 4 July garden waste can be collected for an annual subscription of £65 or a reduced rate of £50 for pensioners and those on receipt of income and disability support.  It will be a fortnightly collection on the same day as the normal waste collection and residents will have the choice of a 240 litre wheeled bin or 75 litre paper sacks, which are then composted.  Your garden waste will be collected every other week (excluding two collections over Christmas).
The number to call to arrange this is 020 8274 4902.

R.I.P.


It is with regret that we announce the death of Arthur Carrod, Dennis Everest and Alan Dean. To their family and friends we offer our sincere condolences.

Thank you to those who gave donations in lieu of funeral flowers.

Merton Talking Newspaper (MTN)
If you would like a tape of local news and magazine please contact MTN direct on 8544 0551.  


MertonVision Dates for your diary 2011

Wednesday 3 August, Trip to Weald and Downland

Monday 8 August, Trip to Windsor
Monday 15 August, 
Macular Disease Group

Tuesday 30 august, Trip to the Windmill
Wednesday 7 September, Trip to Portsmouth

Thursday 15 September, Optelec Technology Information

Friday 16 September, Trip to Worthing

Monday 19 September, Macular Disease Group

Tuesday 20 September 11:30, Focus Group Meeting

Monday 26 September, New term commences

Tuesday 27 September, Executive Committee Meeting
Monday 17 October, Macular Disease Group

Friday 21 October, Sing-along

Monday 24 October, Half term holiday

Thursday 3 November, MertonVision =AGM

Monday 21 November, Macular Disease Group

Friday 9 December, End of term

Thursday 15 December, Christmas Lunch

Monday 19 December, Macular Disease Group

The Centre will be closed from 5 p.m. on Friday 

23 December 2010 until 9 a.m. on Tuesday 3 January 2012.

Dates for 2012

Tuesday 3 January, Centre reopens after Christmas

Monday 16 January, New term commences

Monday 13 February, Half term holiday

Friday 30 March, End of term

Low Vision Clinic is held on the first Tuesday of the month by appointment only.

Citizens Advice Bureau is held every Wednesday fortnight by appointment only.

Counselling Service, is held every Thursday from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. by appointment only.  There is a charge for this service depending on personal circumstances.  To make an appointment please contact Beccy direct on 07984 948 408.
The Gazette is produced in large print, braille, tape, e-mail and =CD for members, friends, supporters and volunteers of MertonVision.  If you require further information on any of the items in the newsletter, or if you no longer wish to receive newsletters, please contact us here at:- MertonVision, The Guardian Centre, 67 Clarendon Road, Colliers Wood, London SW19 2DX  Telephone No 020 8540 5446 or visit our website at www.mertonvision.org.uk
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