Welcome to the email edition of the Guardian Gazette for May 2010

For more information about MertonVision, our services and events, please visit www.mertonvision.org.uk
MertonVision- Providing services, information and activities to residents of Merton who have a visual impairment.
Here we are with another issue of the Gazette; it doesn’t seem two months ago since we were sending out the last one.  In this issue you will find 100 Club Winners, Forthcoming Events, Summer Outings, Age Concern Celebrating Age, Age Concern Handyman Service, news about our garden, Outings arranged by Merton Community Transport and Dates for your diary.  Hope you enjoy it and if you have any suggestions or comments, please let us have them, we would love to hear from you with your feedback.
Sparkly Hall!
Visitors will have noticed that the hall has been painted.  It is a pretty lemon colour, and is looking very fresh and clean.  Our grateful thanks to Colliers Wood choir for their donation to help with the cost of materials, and to Hannah Bettell, Chris O'Shea, Steve and Penny Bettell, Colin Holloway, Les Bass, Mark Compton and Keith Allen for giving up a weekend to do the hard work!
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100 Club Winners

April

1st prize

No 16  Sandy Gray 
           £27.50
2nd Prize 

No 52  Bob Tolson

   £11.00
Bonus Prize
No  71 Harry Cowd 
           £50.00
May
1st prize

No 10 Joy Males

   £27.50
2nd Prize 

No 65 Gordhan Chavda
   £11.00
The cost is £12 per year, there is a draw every month and the more members we have the bigger the prizes.  There is also a chance of winning a bonus prize of £50 twice a year, and a Christmas bonus of £100.  If you would like to join, just give us a ring on 8540 5446.
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Forthcoming Events

Lunch Club – every Thursday from 12.30 p.m. onwards - £4  per head

If you would like a two course freshly cooked meal then join us on a Thursday.  Transport is available for those who need it.  It is important that you let us know if you are coming so that we can buy enough food for the day and also that we can put your name on the transport list if you require it.   
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BBQ - Tuesday 8 June – 1 p.m & 7 p.m. - £6 per head, 

free for Volunteers
 
To say a big thank you to all our many volunteers we are holding a BBQ on the above date.  This is open to everyone and it would be lovely to see lots of you at either lunch time or in the evening.  
If you would like to come, just give us a ring on 8540 5446 and let us know which sitting you would like to come to, how many in your party and if you are vegetarian.

We look forward to welcoming you.
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MertonVision Advisory Community Group - Tuesday 15 June at 

7 p.m.
This is your opportunity to express your views about visually impaired related subjects, make suggestions and share information.  Items for discussion include; Centre for Independent Living, Shared Surfaces, Capital Call and talking buses.  Please feel free to come along, you will be made very welcome.
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Macular Disease Support Group –  third Monday of the month
10 a.m.  –12 p.m.
The next two meetings will be held on Monday 21 June and 

Monday 19 July

This group is held here at MertonVision on the third Monday of the month.  Please don’t miss it if you have macular degeneration; we are sure you will find it really worthwhile and enjoyable.  The aim of this group is for people who have macular degeneration and their families to get together to support each other and in due course for you to run the group, arrange speakers, outings and whatever the members want to do.  We are here to support you do this and will help out whenever necessary.  Next date is Monday 21 June. We look forward to welcoming you.  If you need any more information, please contact Samantha Jarvis at MertonVision on 8540 5446.
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Summer Outings

With summer just around the corner (we hope!) we have arranged the following outings.  If you would like to take part in any of these, please make your booking with the office and reserve your place.  Our minibus will pick you up at a pre arranged spot, either from outside Boots in Morden (to the left of Morden underground as you come out), Raynes Park Station (main entrance), Centre Court in Wimbledon or outside Tesco in Mitcham. We will drop you off at home when we return. The price quoted is for transport only. Entrance fees etc are not included.  
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Thursday 15 July -  Fanny’s Farm - £8.00 
Fanny's Farm is situated in Redhill and features a shop with a wide range of items to buy, including jam, marmalade, honey, floral arrangements, pickle, mustards, fresh vegetables, bacon, eggs, cakes and handmade gifts. The café is a must!
The farm has its own chickens, two new Vietnamese pot bellied pigs called Burt and Ernie, and have sheep in the field. Birds nest in the buildings; in particular some very cheeky robins, and last but not least there is Smithy, Willow and Badger the dogs. 
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Wednesday 21 July  -  Portsmouth - £12.00

An interesting place to visit:  have a tour around the harbour to see all the ships that are in the dock, visit Her Majesty’s Naval Base, or browse around the shops and cafes.
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Tuesday 27 July -  Wimbledon Windmill - £4.80

You can visit the Museum or enjoy a leisurely lunch in the café, whatever you choose to do, it is a beautiful spot right on our doorstep!
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Friday 6 August  -  Weald and Downland Museum - £12.00

A wonderful day out for all ages.  The imposing house was rescued from the site of the Eurotunnel Terminus near Folkstone.  It now houses the museum, shop and entrance hall.  The house style covers several centuries from 16th to 19th.  There are volunteers on hand to assist with any questions etc.  
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Tuesday 24 August – Brighton - £12.00

Brighton has many attractions and hopefully the weather to go with them.
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Wednesday 1 September  -  Wisley - £8.00

Enjoy the beautiful gardens at Wisley, visit the shop and have lunch.   
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Monday 6 September - Hampton Court Palace - £8.00

Visit the Palace, get lost in the maze and roam around the garden - a good day out for all.
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Wednesday 15 September – Lunch at Morden Hall Park - £4.80

Enjoy a relaxing lunch with friends in the park cafe.
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Celebrating Age 2010:  Merton’s Festival for the over 50’s

This will run from Wednesday 1 September to Sunday 26 September and the programme will be available from early June at over 120 outlets, including Age Concern Merton, the Civic Centre, libraries, community associations and participating organisations, including MertonVision.
The Festival comprises around 160 events, organised by over 100 organisations all over Merton.  The events cover the whole spectrum of activity and interest, from tap dancing to trips to Bletchley Park.  
If you would like a copy of the programme in large print, braille, email or tape then phone Theresa on 8540 5446 or email theresa.adams@mertonvision.org.uk
The booking line will open mid July, so you have plenty of time to decide which events you would like to attend.  Festival transport is available if you are unable to use public transport, and several of the outings will have volunteers to help as well.
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Age Concern Merton  -  New Handyperson Service

We all know how often there are small jobs around the house that need doing.  It may be a light bulb has failed, a shelf that has worked itself loose, carpet curling from the edges having come free from its fixings or a cupboard door that is not shutting as well as it use to.  For these jobs and many others Age Concern’s new handyperson Andrew Browning can help.

The service is aimed at helping people to remain safe and independent in their own homes and is open to people who are aged 50 plus and live in Merton.
The service is open to owner occupiers or tenants whether you are in private or other landlord owned accommodation such as a housing association.

There is a fee of £12.50 per hour for the service.  If you are interested in finding out more about the service telephone 8648 5792.
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Everything in the garden is rosy
Our garden is looking really lovely thanks to the many Volunteers who have been working extremely hard in all weathers.  The area just outside the back door has been cleared of all the flower boxes which were broken and looking shabby.  There is now a big space to sit and enjoy the lovely weather.  New flower boxes have been donated for other areas around the building, plants have been put in and there is a herb garden at the front of the building with lots of herbs, tomatoes and strawberries.  Everywhere has been tidied up, painted and it is a pleasure to be out there.  We will be having a grand opening of it at the BBQ on 8 June.  Thank you to all who have been involved in this project, names too numerous to mention.  
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Merton Community Transport Outings
With the assistance of The Big Lottery Fund, Merton Community Transport are able to offer outings to various places of interest and shopping centres between March and December 2010.  These include:-
Thursday 24 June

    Broadstairs

Monday 12 July 

    Royal Dock Yards Chatham

Sunday 25 July 

    Rural Life Centre Rustic Day

Thursday 5 August 
    Canterbury

Wednesday 11 August
    Eastbourne
Tuesday 24 August
    Margate

Tuesday 7 September 
    Country Pub Lunch

Monday 13 September      RHS Wisley

Thursday 14 October 
    National Maritine Museum

Thursday 18 November
    Blue Water Shopping Centre

Wednesday 15 December Oxford Street Christmas Lights – evening

If you would like to take part in any of these please call Community Transport direct on 020 8648 1001.
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The Gazette is produced in large print, braille, tape, e-mail and DAISY for members, friends, supporters and volunteers of MertonVision.  If you require further information on any of the items in the newsletter, or if you no longer wish to receive newsletters, please contact us here at:- MertonVision, The Guardian Centre, 67 Clarendon Road, Colliers Wood, London SW19 2DX  Tel No 020 8540 5446 or visit our website www.mertonvision.org.uk
Dates for your diary 2010

Tuesday 8 June
Volunteers BBQ

Tuesday 8 June
Executive Committee Meeting

Tuesday 15 June
MertonVision Community Advisory Group
Monday 21 June
Macular Disease Group

Friday 4 July
Term ends
Tuesday 15 July
Outing to Fanny’s Farm

Monday 19 July 
Macular disease Group

Tuesday 20 July
Executive Committee Meeting

Wednesday 21 July
Outing to Portsmouth

Tuesday 27 July
Lunch at the Windmill

Friday 6 August
Outing to Weald & Downland Museum

Tuesday 24 August
Outing to Brighton

Wednesday 1 September
Outing to Wisley
Monday 6 September
Outing to Hampton Court

Tuesday 7 September
Executive Committee Meeting

Monday 13 September
Lunch at Morden hall Park
Friday 1 October
Musical Sing Along

Thursday 18 November
MertonVision AGM

Friday 26 November
Race Night
Thursday 16 December
Christmas lunch

Low Vision Clinic is held on the first Tuesday of the month by appointment only.
Citizens Advice Bureau is held every Wednesday fortnight by appointment only.
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