Here is the latest copy of our Guardian Gazette, dated November 2011


MertonVision; Providing services, information and activities to residents of Merton who have a visual impairment.

Where does the time go? This is the last newsletter of 2011.  We have had a busy year with lots of social events, outings and adult education classes.   The Children’s project has been well received, and we have delivered a lot of Awareness Training to outside agencies and students in our schools.  Our Investors in People Award and Investing in Volunteers were retained and we have been awarded a couple of big grants to assist with new projects.  The younger person’s project (18-50) is also up and running.
All in all a good year albeit we had a deficit in funding, so a big thank you to all who supported us in giving their time or donations throughout the year.  
We would like to remind you that the Centre will be closed from noon on Friday 

23 December until 9 a.m. on Tuesday 3 January 2012.

In this issue of the Gazette you will find items on Card Payments, Adult Education,100 Club Winners, Forthcoming Events, U Can Do I.T., Digital Television, Resource Room, R.I.P., For Sale, Merton Talking Newspaper and Dates for your diary.
Debit and Credit Card Payments

As advised in the last newsletter, we are now able to take card payments.  This has been well received and is working efficiently for us.  We can take payment in person or we can do it over the phone, thus avoiding the necessity for you to write a cheque or carry cash with you.  

Adult Education Classes

Due to our I.T. Tutor being unwell the start of the I.T. class was postponed until the 31 October. The classes have resumed, so if you would like to join an I.T. class give us a call on 020 8540 5446.
100 Club Winners

Congratulations to the following winners;
October
1st prize
No 104 
Bill Hillyer
 


 £27.00
2nd Prize  No   82 
Fran Healion


 £10.80
November
1st prize
No   52 
Bob Tolson


 £27.00
2nd Prize 
No 103 
Pauline Robertson

 £10.80
 
Bonus Prize  No 1
Jim Roger 


 £50.00
The cost is £12 per year, there is a draw every month and the more members we have the bigger the prizes.  There is also a chance of winning a bonus prize of £50 twice a year, and a Christmas bonus of £100.  If you would like to join, just give us a ring on 8540 5446.
MertonVision Christmas cards and calendars 
Last chance to buy your MertonVision Christmas cards and calendars.  These were designed by people attending our art class. Either come in or ring your order through to us.  Don’t forget we can take debit/credit card payments over the phone too. £3.50 for a pack of 10 cards, and £6 for a calendar.
Forthcoming Events

Dancing Class – Mondays 2:30 p.m. - 4 p.m. - £3 per session
There are still places for you to join, just come along on a Monday between 2:30 and 4 to improve your dancing skills.

Christmas Carols – Thursday 8 December at 11 a.m.

Some children from our local school, Singlegate, will be visiting to sing carols for us prior to lunch on 8 December.  It would be lovely if you could come along to hear them sing, and also join us for lunch if you would like to. The menu for that day will be toad in the hole, new potatoes, carrots and broccoli and upside down apricot pudding and custard.  If you want to stay for lunch, please let us know so that we can cater for you.  The cost of a 2 course lunch, fruit juice and coffee is £4.  

Christmas Lunch - Thursday 15 December 12:30 pm. - £8 per head  
Our festive meal is now fully booked. However, we have set up a reserve list and will contact people if we get any cancellations. 
Macular Disease Group - Monday 16 January 2012

Following a meeting in October regarding the future of this group, it was decided that the group would meet every 2 months instead of every month.  The next meeting will be on Monday 16 January from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m.  Do come along and meet other people in the same situation as yourself.

We have invited a guest speaker from Creative Travel to tell us about their 3 star hotel where the staff are trained to be aware of the needs of people who have a visual impairment.  They provide the complete holiday including executive coach travel to the resort, hotel accommodation with breakfast and evening dinner, entertainment each evening and coach tours each day accompanied by their Resort Courier giving a light hearted commentary.   They have a special offer for a coach holiday next autumn, and there will be a free raffle during the meeting on 16th January.  

Everyone is welcome to this meeting, not just people who have macular degeneration.
Burns Night - Friday 27 January 2012

Come and join us to celebrate Burns Night and feast on haggis, neeps and tatties. We will have an alternative menu of sausages or vegetarian sausages for those who do not eat Haggis.  Philip will be here in full regalia again to ‘address the Haggis’
Book early to avoid disappointment as places are limited.  The cost is £10.00 per head and transport is available at £4.80 for the return Journey. 

Cream Tea - Tuesday 14 February 2012 - £3.50 per head
Come and enjoy a cream tea with us on Valentines Day, with freshly made sandwiches, home baked cakes and scones, with jam and lashings of cream.  George our dance tutor will also be here to assist with dancing if you wish to take part.
U Can Do IT

Would you like to improve your computer skills or take the first steps in computer training?  If so, U Can Do IT can help.  Just contact Lisa Oram, Administration Manager, at U Can Do I.T. (Internet Training), Highfield House, 

4 Woodfall Street, SW3 4DJ or telephone on 020 7730 7766 or fax 020 7730 6822.
Take part in 'Seeing it my way'

The following is from Vision2020

‘Help us make sure every blind and partially sighted person has access to the same range of information, advice and practical support by taking part in 'Seeing it my way'.

'Seeing it my way' is a new initiative developed so that every person with sight loss across the UK gets the support they need. It sets out a range of outcomes that people have told us are important to them, such as the need for emotional support, mobility and independence. 

Developed by the sight loss sector, 'Seeing it my way' is endorsed by the UK Vision Strategy. 

So that 'Seeing it my way' can really make a difference in changing sight loss services, we need feedback from blind and partially sighted people to make sure we have the right outcomes. 

To take part, blind and partially sighted people should read 'Seeing it My Way', which can be downloaded, http://www.vision2020uk.org.uk/library.asp?libraryID=2367&section=
and then complete the online survey or call Stephanie Village at the National Blind Children's Society on 01278 764 771 for a copy of the document or to give feedback by phone. 

Alternatively, people can call Visionary on 01777 705 299 to find out if a local society near them is holding a focus group that they can take part in. (Focus group surveys should be returned by post to 'FREEPOST UK VISION STRATEGY')

The closing date is Friday 16 December 2011’.
Mertonvision has a focus group, (MertonVision Community Advisory Group) the next meeting is Tuesday 6th December at 7.30 pm. All are very welcome to attend. For more information about either call Fran here, or phone Stephanie at the above number for information about “Seeing it my way”.
Digital Switchover for TV’s
If you are elderly, registered blind or partially sighted, or in receipt of disability benefits, you will have, or will soon be, receiving a letter asking you if you would like help with the digital switchover.  Even if you already have digital television, they want you to return the letter in the pre paid envelope provided saying this, so that they are sure that you are receiving all the assistance that is available.  
We are expecting some information to be sent to us in a variety of formats, but for the latest information or for queries, please phone 0800 40 85 900 or visit www.helpscheme.co.uk.  
Resource Room

If you would like to visit our Resource Room to see the specialist equipment we have on show or for information about mobile phones, visit us on Monday 12 December from 9 a.m. until 3.30 p.m.   Kevin, our rehab worker will be available to demonstrate or give information about equipment.  No appointment is necessary, just come along.

For Sale

Compact+ hand held video magnifier, used half-a-dozen times.  Bought in 2008, cost now £474.  Offers please.  Call us on 020 8540 5446. 
Prisma Camera - at the end of 2010 it cost £500.  Offers to Fred French on 020 8879 7684.
We have been given 2 second hand lightweight ‘rollators’ to sell to raise funds for MertonVision. These are walking aids that also have a seat. Price new is from around £70. Offers (donations!) invited.
R.I.P.


It is with regret that we announce the death of Denis Savage, Jenifer Hanna, Betty Warner, Robert Sargent, Jess Bailey, Joan Parsons and Constance Hawkes.  To their family and friends we offer our sincere condolences.

Thank you to those who gave donations in lieu of funeral flowers.

Talking Newspaper (MTN)

If you would like a weekly audiotape of local news and magazine please contact MTN direct on 8544 0551.  They are now able to offer this in MP3 format if you have an email address to send it to. 
Dates for your diary 2011

Thursday 8 December
Carol Singing by children at Singlegate

Friday 9 December



End of term

Thursday 15 December


Christmas Lunch

Monday 19 December


Macular Disease Group

The Centre will be closed from 12 noon on Friday 23 December 2011 until 
9 a.m. on Tuesday 3 January 2012.

Dates for 2012

Tuesday 3 January



Centre reopens after Christmas

Monday 16 January
Macular Disease Group with guest speaker - Creative Travel
Monday 16 January



New term commences

Friday 27 January



Burns Night
Monday 13 February


Half term holiday

Tuesday 14 February


Cream Tea and Dance
Monday 19 March



Macular Disease Group

Friday 30 March 



End of term

Friday 6 April




Good Friday

Monday 9 April




Easter Monday

Monday 23 April



New Term commences

Monday 7 May




May Day Bank Holiday

Monday 21 May



Macular Disease Group
Monday 4 June



Half term holiday

Monday 4 June



Spring Bank Holiday

Tuesday 5 June



Queen’s Diamond Jubilee

Friday 6 July




Term ends

Monday 16 July



Macular Disease Group
Monday 17 September


Macular Disease Group

Monday 19 November


Macular Disease Group

Thursday 20 December


Christmas lunch

Low Vision Clinic is held on the first Tuesday of the month by appointment only.

Citizens Advice Bureau is held every Wednesday fortnight by appointment only.

Counselling Service, is held every Tuesday from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. by appointment only.  There is a charge for this service depending on personal circumstances.  To make an appointment please contact Beccy direct on 07984 948 408.
The Gazette is produced in large print, braille, tape, e-mail and CD for members, friends, supporters and volunteers of MertonVision.  If you require further information on any of the items in the newsletter, or if you no longer wish to receive newsletters, please contact us here at:- MertonVision, The Guardian Centre, 67 Clarendon Road, Colliers Wood, London SW19 2DX  Telephone No 020 8540 5446 or visit our website at www.mertonvision.org.uk
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